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Editor: Adrian Woolcott.  Contact me by emailing: productionmanager@stageonetheatre.com 

If you have any articles you would like included in the next Spotlight, please ensure you send them to me before the 25th of the month.  

 

A BUNCH OF AMATEURS 11th to 13th and 18th to 20th MAY 

Rehearsals for our upcoming production, A Bunch of Amateurs, directed by Sian 
Williams, are going very well and the play promises to be excellent with plenty of 
laughs. The story revolves around a faded Hollywood star whose agent tries to revive 
his flagging career by booking him a gig playing King Lear at Stratford. Unfortunately, 
this Stratford is in Suffolk, not Warwickshire and the other actors are a bunch of 
amateurs. Let the comedy begin… Performance dates are 11-13th and 18-20th May.  

Keen to boost his flagging career, fading Hollywood action hero Jefferson Steel, arrives 
in England to play King Lear in Stratford only to find that this is not the birthplace of the 
Bard, but a sleepy Suffolk village and the cast are a bunch of amateurs trying to save 
their theatre. Jefferson’s monstrous ego, vanity and insecurity are tested by the 
enthusiastic amateur thespians – who are not averse to a spot of ego, vanity and 
insecurity themselves. As acting worlds collide and Jefferson’s career implodes, he 
discovers some truths about himself and his relationships with other people… 

Ian Hislop and Nick Newman’s A Bunch of Amateurs started life as a film screenplay for 
a movie. Based on an original idea by John Ross and Jonathan Gershfield, it was directed 
by Andy Cadiff and released in cinemas in 2008, starring Burt Reynolds, Sir Derek Jacobi, 
Imelda Staunton and Samantha Bond in the lead roles. It was selected for that year’s 
Royal Film Performance – apparently, the Queen enjoyed it so much that she requested 
a second screening of it that Christmas!  

The Watermill Theatre in Newbury had already expressed an interest in turning the 
script into a play for the theatre whilst the film was in production, but it was many years 
– and many rewrites – later before that interest was turned into a reality. A Bunch of 
Amateurs finally arrived on stage at the Watermill in May 2014. To quote Hislop and 
Newman ‘When the Watermill Theatre, Newbury finally commissioned us to 
write Amateurs for the stage, we knew we could make it much richer and more realistic, 
tearing up the screenplay to produce a new script to reflect the story’s theatricality with 
a smaller cast but with more Shakespeare, more am-drams and more jokes about 
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Hollywood stardom’. The original Watermill production also featured a unique 
combination of professionals and amateurs with members of the local community 
theatre appearing in key scenes to bolster the action. So, in reality, as in the play, the 
worlds of the amateurs and professionals collided. Ian Hislop and Nick Newman 
describe A Bunch of Amateurs as ‘a love letter to amateur dramatics’ and so it is. 

 

SAVE OUR THEATRE! 

The cast and crew are spending all the hours God sends learning lines, rehearsing, 
building and painting the set, making costumes, setting light and sound etc, etc. to bring 
this very funny play to life. Just like the theatre company in ‘A Bunch of Amateurs’, 
Stage One is struggling in the aftermath of COVID, and we desperately need to attract 
full houses. To put it plainly, we need to get bums on seats to keep the theatre going. 

While we are expanding our social media presence and have adverts in the press and on 
the radio, putting out flyers is still one of the best ways to bring the theatre to people’s 
attention. 

 

HOW YOU CAN HELP? 

1. Please follow Stage One Theatre on FB and share posts about the play. If you 
want a copy of the poster for you to post directly onto your Facebook page this 
can be arranged.  

2. When you are out and about, please notify us about places you think would be 
good for flyers or better still ask for some flyers and put them up in your local 
shops, social or sporting groups and tavernas. 

3. Tell all your friends and family. 
4. Share any ideas you have for better publicity. 

Tickets are available NOW so, if you would like to see this delightful play, please ring the 
box office on 99 967737, book by email at boxoffice@stageonetheatre.com, or call at 
the theatre Box Office on Monday or Friday next week between 10.00am and 12.00 
midday to order or collect your tickets. 

 

CLUB NIGHT THURSDAY 25TH MAY 2023 

Our April Club Night will be dinner at the excellent Voukani restaurant in Tala Square. 
For those who don’t know it, Voukani is a friendly family-run restaurant with a 
comprehensive menu catering for most tastes. We will meet there at 18.30 for 19.00 
and people can make their own choices from the menu. 
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OUR OCTOBER PRODUCTION – SHIRLEY VALENTINE! 

Our October production will be the much-loved Shirley Valentine by Willy Russell. It will 
run from Wednesday 4th October until Saturday 7th October. 

For those who don’t know the plot – Shirley, wondering what has happened to her 
youth and feeling stagnant and in a rut, feels as if her family treat her more like a 
servant and she finds herself regularly alone and talking to the wall while preparing an 
evening meal of 'chips and egg' for her emotionally distant husband. When her best 
friend wins a competition for two to Greece, she packs her bags, leaves a note on the 
cupboard door in the kitchen, and heads for a fortnight of rest and relaxation. In 
Greece, with just a little effort on her part, she rediscovers everything she had been 
missing about her existence in England. She finds so much happiness, in fact, that when 
the vacation is over, she decides not to return, ditching her friend at the airport and 
going back to the hotel where she'd been staying to ask for a job and to live a newly 
self-confident life in which she is at last true to herself. 

Jane Stephens has cast Louise Vreony to play the role on Wednesday 4th and Friday 6th 
October and Carol Harvey to play the role on Thursday 5th and Saturday 7th October. 

 

NEW CONTACT NUMBER FOR THEATRE ENQUIRIES 

We have a new contact number and email address for general enquiries. The number is 

97 697962 and our new email address is hello@stageonetheatre.com. 

 

POSTER DISTRIBUTORS 

Advertising is the lifeblood of our productions and, while we have a good on-line 

presence these days, good old posters and flyers are still one of the best ways to get 

news of our productions out to our potential audiences. 

Paphos covers a very large area as you are well aware and getting poster and flyer 

coverage is a major undertaking. If you can help out by distributing posters and flyers to 

businesses in your area or at events, we would be very grateful. 

Please contact me on 97 638930 if you can help with this vital task. 

 

COMMITTEE MEETING 

Every month we hold a committee meeting at the theatre where we discuss all manner 

of items concerning the smooth running of Stage One Theatre. The next meeting will be 

on May 23rd. If you have any questions or wish to raise any issues with the committee, 

please approach a committee member at a club night or email our secretary Jane 

Stephens at janestephensstageone@outlook.com,. 
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Did you know – ‘Off Broadway’ isn’t geographical – it’s strictly based on 
seat numbers? 

Many assume the term ‘off-Broadway’ means it is not on the famed Broadway street of 
New York, but this is not the case. Officially ‘Broadway’ theatres have at least 500 seats. 
Off-Broadway theatres have between 100 and 499 seats. Off-off-Broadway theatres 
have fewer than 100 seats. 


